4-Methoxybenzaldehyde (I), 2,4-dimethyl pyrrole (II), dry CH 2 Cl 2 and dry toluene were purchased from Aldrich and Acros. All commercially available reagents and solvents were used as received. The precursors 
Purification of the crude product 1 by preliminary dry flash chromatography followed by column chromatography on silica, both using ethyl acetate/petroleum ether (1:2) as eluent afford the pure compound as a blue greenish solid in 30% yield. The new BODIPY derivative 1 was completely characterized by the usual spectroscopic techniques.
The most characteristic signals in the 1 H NMR spectra for compound 1 were those corresponding to the BODIPY nucleus such as the singlets assigned to H-2 and H-6 at 5.97 and 6.59 ppm respectively, and the singlet at 3.88 ppm assigned to the OCH 3 mg, 2.9 mmol) were dissolved in anhydrous dichloromethane (990 mL). One drop of trifluoracetic acid was added in catalytic amount and the mixture was allowed to stir for 50 min at room temperature under N 2 atmosphere. A solution of DDQ (2.62 g, 7.6 mmol) in dichloromethane (50 mL) was added to the mixture.
Stirring was continued for another 45 min and then triethylamine (13.3 mL, 95.2 mmol) was added. After stirring for 15 min BF 3 .OEt 2 (13.3 mL, 161.1 mmol) was added and further stirred for 30 min. The mixture was evaporated under reduced pressure and the crude residue was subjected to a preliminary dry flash chromatography (petroleum ether/ethyl acetate, 4:1), followed by column chromatography on silica gel .5 (C-3' and C-5'), 121.0 (C-2 and C-6), 126.9 (C-1'), 129.2 (C-2' and C-6'),
1

Synthesis of BODIPY 1:
The previously prepared BODIPY 1b (50 mg, 0.14 mmol) was reacted with the formylated crown ether 1a (50 mg, 0.14 mmol) in dry toluene (10 mL) in a round bottomed flask fitted with a Dean-Stark and a condenser, in the presence of piperidine (0.12 mL, 1.21 mmol) and a trace amount of ptoluenesulfonic acid. The reaction mixture was heated at reflux under nitrogen inert atmosphere for 2 h.
After cooling, the mixture was transferred to a separation funnel and washed with water (10 mL). The organic phase was dried with anhydrous MgSO 4 , filtered and the solvent was evaporated. The crude residue was subjected to a preliminary dry flash chromatography followed by column chromatography on silica, both using ethyl acetate/petroleum ether (1:2) as eluent. The product was obtained as a blue 
